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The East student body proved its passion and pride for their school during homecoming week…

and week two. All of the excitement from Mr. Greene Monday to Throwback Thursday led up 

to the much anticipated homecoming dance. Student Council outshined themselves to make the 

night memorable. As students arrived, they found themselves surrounded “In a New Galaxy.” 

They stepped into a world wind of neon colors and twinkling stars.  

Junior, Nick Yerkes said, “The decorations were really cool. As I was walking down the hall-

ways, I felt like we weren’t in our school anymore.” 

The gymnasium was transformed into a giant celebration with what many students lauded to be 

the best music homecoming has yet to have. All of the students were dressed in their very 

best on the dance floor. Even teachers were seen busting a move. Dates and groups of 

friends filled the room, creating a feel-good and exhilarating atmosphere. Students came 

together throwing any worries to the side, for in that moment, nothing else mattered.  

Kris Pisacane, senior, had a lot to say about his last his last high school homecoming dance. “Homecoming was eve-

rything I hoped it would be. As a senior, I will remember it for the rest of my 

life. I will always cherish the moments I got to dance with my boys.” 

Student Council president, Taylor Seguine, announced homecoming court as 

the festivities wrapped up. The court included Cole Yerkes and Shannon Pow-

ers, Carter Usowski and Michelle Iaquinto, Emily Burton and Arun Thalody, 

Cameron Keller and Eli Wood, and Anna Careghini and Erik Graboyes.  At 

the homecoming football game against Quakertown, the king and queen 

were announced. Cole Yerkes was crowned King and Emily Burton was 

crowned queen. 

Senior Em Burton, in reference to her win, said, “It was a cool way to end all 

of my football games in high school, and it was a really fun experience.” 

Not only did seniors have a memorable night at their last high school home-

coming, but sophomores had a great first experience as well. Though una-

ware of how the night would go, the sophomores had a blast, dressed to 

impress, and danced all night long. 

Sophomore Erica Gutierrez exclaimed, “Even though the East-West game 

was canceled, my friends and I still made the best of it. We dressed up and 

had a rocking time.” 

Overall, it was safe to say that homecoming 2014 was a complete success. It was a night for everyone to come 

together and remember the reason why we come to school each and every day through a night filled with dancing, 

music, and laughter. It was a fantastic way to welcome back students to school and get them excited for a great 

year ahead, celebrating the excellence and sense of community held by Patriots. 

Cam Funk, Logan Nelsen, Mike Broderick, and Mike Eveland 

Bridget Terrel and Maggie Stella 
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CROSS COUNTRY SUCCESS 

Steve Prefontaine, one of the best long-distance runners in history once 

stated, “Over the years, I've given myself a thousand reasons to keep 

running, but it always comes back to where it started. It comes down to 

self-satisfaction and a sense of achievement.” Prefontaine famously set 

many world records and always pushed himself to achieve greatness at 

the best of his ability, a mindset that every athlete looks to embody.  

One CB East athlete that undoubtedly embodies this mentality is junior 

cross country runner Jake Brophy. On November 1, 2014, Brophy was 

crowned the States Cross-Country PIAA Class AAA Boys’ Champion. Even 

despite Hershey Parkview’s infamy for being an extremely challenging 

course, he shattered the boys’ course record, running it in fifteen minutes 

and twenty-four seconds, beating the runner-up from Cardinal O’Hara 

High school by a massive fourteen seconds, an enormous gap in terms 

cross country times. Brophy also outran the previous course record, which 

used to be fifteen minutes and forty-five seconds, by twenty-one sec-

onds. In the final race of his junior year, Jake came across the finish-line 

with a massive grin. 

“It felt like all the hard work paid off,” he explained. Brophy knew that 

this season would be one filled with the most work yet. He ran close to 

sixty or seventy miles a week during peak weeks, beginning early into 

the summer and continuing all the way until November.  

His unwavering dedication paid off; in each race, his times improved 

more and more from his sophomore season last year to his current junior 

season. In addition to coming first in states, Jake also received the gold 

medal at the District One Class AAA Championships held at Lehigh Uni-

versity with a time of fifteen minutes and eleven seconds. 

Brophy will continue his journey at the Foot Locker Northeast Regionals in New York Van Cortland Park Thanksgiving weekend and 

hopefully will run his way into the Foot Locker Nationals in San Diego a few weeks after Regionals. 

 

 

BY BRADY TILLOTSON 

Junior Jake Brophy 

The Patriot is a student publica-

tion of Central Bucks High School 

East 

2804 Holicong Rd 

Doylestown, PA  18902 

 

The opinions stated in The Patriot 

do not necessarily reflect the 

opinions of the students, admin-

istration, faculty, or staff of Cen-

tral Bucks High School East. 

 

Interested in writing for The 

Patriot? Anyone is welcome to 

write. Email Mr. Bercik at 

sbercik@cbsd.org. Come with 

ideas for articles, photographs, 

opinions, and more! Look for our 

publication on the East website. The boys’ cross country team 

T H E  P A T R I O T  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/steveprefo471620.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/steveprefo471620.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/steveprefo471620.html
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The CB East Girls’ Volleyball team started off rocky, but they picked it up as the 
season went on. The varsity team finished with a 9-3 record overall. The season was 
filled with many ups and downs, but both the junior varsity and varsity teams fin-

ished their seasons with pride and many memories. 

 

A highlight of the girls’ season was beating CB West in the annual Dig Pink game 
hosted by CB East this year. The game is a fundraiser for breast cancer that raises 
money through selling raffle tickets, t-shirts, and baked goods. Both teams have al-
ways been rivals, so it was an exciting match. The match went to four games with 

East coming out victorious.  

 

The game against CB South has always had a history of being a close match. In prior years, East and 
South have always been neck-and-neck. This year the teams played each other twice. The first match 
was extremely close and the teams went to five games, but unfortunately South won. The next time 

the teams faced off later in the season East won.  

When asked about the victory senior Bridget Terrel commented, “It was long hard fight, and we had 

to really work for it. I’m glad we won!” 

 

Throughout the season, the team was dominated by hitters Bridget Terrel, Kelly Guillen, Julia Gal-
lagher, Krista Helveston, Hannah Lamond, Kate Woolsley, and Natalie Arm. Senior Lauren Helveston 
was the setter for the varsity team this season along with junior Madie D’Angelo. Junior Erin Lane took 

control of the back row playing as the libero for the varsity team for her third year.  

 

A memorable game for the seniors was senior night against Souderton. Senior middle-hitter Kelly 
Guillen said, “We all came together on the court to pull together a great win. I’m going to miss play-

ing with these girls…we’ve been playing together for so long.”  

 

This year the team made it to the second round in the 
district play-offs for the third year in a row. In the 
first round, the girls played Great Valley and swept 
them in three games. It was an exciting match be-
cause it was the first time a district match had been 
played at home in CB East. The team moved on to the 

second round to play Strathaven.  

 

Unfortunately, the season came to a close after a 
long, hard fight in five games. The ending score was 
13-15 in the fifth game. When asked about the sea-
son, Bridget Terrel, senior and captain, explained, 
“Overall it was a fun season. We overcame a lot as a 
team, and it made us stronger. I am definitely going 

to miss everyone next year.”  

BY CASEY MILLER 

2014 Varsity Volleyball team 

Senior Kelly Guillen was one of East’s key players. 
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Jack Lamb throws the ball at the homecoming game. 

Seniors pose in the decorated hallway at the dance. 

Senior girls break it down on the dance floor. 

Booker Farrior knows what’s up. The homecoming court gets ready for the pep rally. 

Alex Gibson sprints up the field. 

Senior Alexander Jordan destroys the buck at the assembly. 

Homecoming queen and king Emily Burton and Cole Yerkes 
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Captain Connor O’Keefe participates in the homecoming pep rally. 

Tommy Strasburger carries the ball. 

Sophomores bring it in the Dizzy Bat Relay. Alex Gibson and Brian Thress celebrate a touchdown. 

The East student section sings “God Bless America.” 

Sophomores have a blast at the homecoming dance. 

Marissa Bergman, Emily Ciatto, Danielle Demichael, and Sam Tait The homecoming court poses after being announced at the dance. 
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BY CONNER ALLEN AND CARLY MICHAELS 

BY GRACE HANLON 
“Hey Tyler, did you know there is a Chipotle opening, like, two minutes from 

us?” exclaimed senior Oliver Boucher one day in Statistics class. Oliver, like 

most other East students, can’t stop talking about the new Chipotle opening in 

Doylestown this month, perhaps most exciting because of its closeness to all 

members of Central Bucks East. 

The current closest Chipotle is in Valley Square, but for about half of East’s 

student body that is quite a trek. That doesn’t stop people from getting their frequent fix of chain Mexican food. With burritos, 

bowls, quesadillas, and tacos, Chipotle has everything your average teen wants and needs. With the new Doylestown Chipotle 

opening up in the middle of the East boundaries, this restaurant is sure to be poppin’. Some students, however, are not as 

pleased with the new location of ‘Potle. 

“Don’t get me wrong, I love Chipotle…but my heart belongs to Cali T,” states senior Anna Careghini. California Tortilla, affec-

tionately known as Cali T., is another Mexican chain restaurant in Doylestown. “It’s been my home-base for Mexican restaurants, 

and I know Chipotle is going to take away some of the business. I really hope Cali T. doesn’t take too much of a hit though. And 

I admit, it will be hard to stay loyal with the delicious temptation of Chipotle right around the corner, but Cali T. is my home.” 

Moe’s is another Mexican chain in Doylestown, located right across the street from the new Chipotle. Many Moe’s aficionados 

echo that same concern, worried that Moe’s won’t be welcoming as many customers once Chipotle opens its doors.  

Despite some opposition, the majority of East is thrilled to be eating their favorite burritos in Doylestown. According to a recent 

poll conducted at East, 59% of participants say that Chipotle is their favorite Mexican chain.  

A particularly excited senior, Chris Moran, couldn’t contain himself when asked about the grand opening. “Uhh, guacamole’s 

cool I guess.” 

O
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A PATRIOT POLL 

Chipotle.com 

(Out of 115 students polled) 

Erin Senour: “Chipotle and a chicken  

burrito with guac.” 

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE RESTAURANT 

AND DISH? 

Sara Valko: “Definitely Chipotle, 

and I always get a burrito bowl!” 

Tyler Brennan: “Cali T! I always get 

the carnitas verdes to go.” 

Alex Rosanelli: “Chipotle, and I 

always get the quesorito.” 

T H E  P A T R I O T  
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HOW TO MAKE TIME SLOW DOWN 
BY OLIVIA FALCONE 

BECOMING FAMOUS FOR...NOTHING? 
BY MARY GRACE ALCARO 

Every year, days seem shorter. Time seems to go quicker and quicker: one second, I was starting my first day at middle school. The next 
moment, I was standing in the lobby of East attending the first day of my sophomore year. When I we were kids, three years seemed to 
take a lifetime. The span of time between being a tiny 3rd  grader to being the big sixth grader on campus felt like a lifetime and a half.  In 
fact, I remember thinking Halloween to Christmas was too much of a wait; now, it hardly feels there is any time in between. Every time I go 

to my local Hallmark to pick up a birthday card, they seem to always be advertising for the holiday that hasn’t even crossed my mind yet.  

Rush, rush, rush. I find myself living by each deadline I’m given in class, each shift I’m given at work, and each practice or meeting I attend. I 

have had enough of this rushing and last minute procrastination that the world seems to love so much. 

Why do we feel such a need to rush things along? Is it because we have all become so naturally competitive that we need to be the first to 

be done everything? This is an answer I don’t think can easily be found. 

 I think step one to simplifying life and making it easier would to be focus on yourself. The typical teen is already stressed with massive 
amounts of homework and all sorts of social problems. If we take a step back to look at the big picture, we may figure out what is beneficial 
to our lives and what keeps us going.  Whatever it is that puts more spring into your step or just life in general can make your existence 

more enjoyable if you just focus on it.  

An organized schedule is also a major part of a happy and smooth life. Yes, I am like any other student: classes go by quickly and before 
you know it everything is messy and out of place.  Taking 10 minutes on Sunday or 5 minutes a day to organize you binder or backpack 
won’t do damage anyone’s GPA. School becomes so much more stressful when life isn’t neat. In that same line of thought, when it comes to 

schedules, don’t over crowd yourself with places to be and mandatory meetings that don’t mean anything to you.  

My advice is to enjoy the moments you have now. You’re never going to be a sophomore, junior, or senior again. In good and bad times, 
finding the positive moments is key.  Don’t pay attention to the holiday decorations that are start to sneak into store way before the thought 
of “holiday cheer” even crosses your mind.  Instead of just waiting for things to change, try to find the highlight of your situation. Then, find a 

way to conquer the issue head on.   

We are in one of what we think is the busiest and exciting time of our lives. I ask again, why are we rushing? Why do we need to be done 
first? I want to kick back and enjoy right now and make high school as stress free as possible and enjoy every single highlight of it that 
heads my way. So, have fun last minute procrastinators and competitive junkies: I am going to be behind you having fun in the three short 

years that go by and make the most of them while still being on top of things.  

On October 26th, Texas teen Brooklyn Reiff snaps a picture of a young, attractive Target employee while buying laundry detergent with 

her dad.  That sounds relatively normal, right?  True, maybe it is a little odd to take a photo of a stranger in public, but this doesn’t exactly 

strike me as abnormal teen girl behavior, considering I’m just as guilty as the next girl of snapchatting random hot dudes to my friends.  

Shortly after taking the photo, Brooklyn sends it to her friend Alanna in a Twitter conversation, where the two girls laugh over Alanna’s 

apparent crush on the employee.  But a week later, Twitter user “rims” it and suddenly the Twittersphere explodes with retweets and favor-

ites of the hunky “Alex from Target.”  Twitter feeds quickly are covered in memes, appreciation tweets, and copycat photos of other attrac-

tive boys from various companies.  Kieran from T-Mobile.  Steve from Starbucks.  Ryan from Acme.  Who the heck are these people, and 

more importantly, why are we supposed to care? 

We all know that social media makes it incredibly easy to get noticed while putting in an absolute minimum effort.  But even Vine user Nash 

Grier had put in six more seconds of his time then Alex did.  Thousands of good-looking guys across the country work at Targets and bag 

merchandise, and yet this one had garnered special attention and a free iPad from Ellen DeGeneres.  Alex himself told Ellen that he didn’t 

even believe his situation was real.  I personally was flabbergasted, but also a tad jealous.       

Today’s generation glorifies the idea of wealth and fame partially because we’ve already taken the step of publicizing our inner super-

stars on any interface possible. Trust me, I was equally annoyed when “Alex from Target” became a thing, but he’s actually a lot more 

harmless then he seems.  In the same way he became famous for nothing, there’s really no point in hating on him for, well…nothing.  And 

while there are plenty of kids out there who only use social media for entertainment (no matter how pointless and ridiculous it may seem), 

America’s youth are incredibly capable of promoting good through their online profiles.  Multiple organizations have donated money to 

charitable causes based on the amount of retweets garners, and even the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge over the summer raised both awareness 

and money for the disease.  Not all popular trends supported by teens on twitter are entirely pointless.  

I’m in no way denying that kids make stupid choices online: they absolutely do.  But the reality is, they’re exactly just that: kids.  While it’s 

important to empower our youth to turn the negatives of social media into positives, they’re not going to find the cure for cancer through 

twitter overnight.  And as for Alex, well, just like any other fad, his fifteen minutes will come and go.  I’m just happy that my twitter feed is 

slowly shifting back to normal.  

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE RESTAURANT 

AND DISH? 

T H E  P A T R I O T  
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THE HAIR, THE MYTH, THE LEGEND 
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As some of you may know, I have an afro. It’s something that I am remind-
ed of everyday. I’m not exaggerating when I say that every day I’m 
asked nearly the same questions, and answering them over and over 
again has become monotonous and somewhat of a chore. It’s also led to 
more awkward conversations than I can count. So, to make my life easier I 
have decided to publicly answer these frequently asked questions once 

and for all.   

How long have you been growing your hair? 
This is probably the most frequently asked question. The standard re-
sponse I have for this question is usually, “Since about 4th grade.” Then the 
person who asks the question usually responds with something along the 
lines of, “Whoa man, that’s a long time.” (The people who pester me with 
these questions are usually very observant). Truthfully though, I don’t even 
remember when I first started growing out my hair: it wasn’t something 
that was planned. It was something that kind of just happened.  
 
What does your hair look like when it gets wet? 
In my opinion this is a bold question to ask someone you barely know, 
but it doesn’t seem to stop many people from asking anyway. The response to this question is relatively simple: my hair goes down. You 
know, what typically happens when your hair gets wet. I know it’s not a very descriptive answer, but when you ask such a broad ques-
tion you get a broad response. 
 
Why don’t you get dreadlocks/cornrows? 
If I ever wanted to change my hairstyle, I wouldn’t have to think very hard about what to change it due to the many amateur hairstylists 
I’ve encountered. They all seem to have come to the consensus that I would look best with cornrows or dreadlocks. Now, I don’t have a 
problem with the suggestions and I truly appreciate the thought. Frankly, when I hear, “Chad, you have to get cornrows,” instead of 
asking me to get them is where I get a little annoyed. Really though, why would I want to look like Allen Iverson when I already look 

like Dr. J? 

Don’t let some of some of my responses fool you: I really do appreciate the questions you ask me about my hair, but it does get a bit 
tiresome to be asked the same questions every day. I’m not just the (spoiler alert) 2015 winner of best hair, as voted by the class of 
2015. There is a person under this mop of hair, but if you do want to ask me a question about my hair just make sure to make it inter-

esting. 

  

 

BY CHAD GELFAND 
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Chad debunks the myths surrounding the ‘fro. 


